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Two meetings of the Williamson Central School District Board of Education were held 
on September 24, 2008.  The first meeting was an Audit Committee meeting to review the report 
from the external auditors.  The report reflected that the district has managed the finances very 
well and had made positive moves to ensure the segregation of duties.  The regular meeting was 
opened by President Michael Collins with the pledge of allegiance and moment of silence. 
 

During announcements, Mrs. Wendy Havens welcomed Donna Cairns who will be acting 
clerk at the next meeting.  Under Reports from District Administrators, Mrs. Wendy Havens 
reported that the curriculum coordinators from each building participated in work sessions where 
they developed SMART goals for their curriculum group.  She commented that their hard work 
is much appreciated.  Miss Ellen Saxby reported on visits that she made to the new teachers and 
what a good job they are all doing and she highlighted Michael Mack for his work with his 
students who are writing an article on an inventor to kick off his new unit.  She also commented 
on the positive reception that Jamie Sonneville’s technology drop-in time has received in the 
Middle School.  Mr. John Fulmer reported that Open House is tomorrow night and he 
commented on the change in format of study halls over the last few years where the emphasis is 
on strong academic support for students in their study halls.  He also highlighted Della Ludwig 
for her unit on heroes that allows students to interview people and to compare and contrast 
activities.  He reported that the windows are all in and the blinds are up in each room and the 
comments from the community on the building have been very positive.  Mr. Doug Lauf 
reported on Open House at the High School and highlighted the Learning Center complex where 
Nancy Shay, Cindi Ferraro, Irene Economou and Matt Elliott are doing a wonderful job.  Student 
Council is busy gearing up for homecoming and the Boys’ Varsity Soccer team is 4-1 and the 
Girls’ Varsity team is 6-0.  He reported that Liz Durfee, a 2004 graduate, was Brockport’s 
Athlete of the Week this week.  Mr. Mark Schichtel reported that over 40 students have signed 
up for the Breast Cancer Walk and many students are working to complete their community 
service hours.  He highlighted Tom Hollembaek for the differentiated lessons that he is 
conducting in his classroom.  Mrs. Wanda Miller reported that a number of students have entered 
the district and she has been conducting transfer meetings.  She reported that one student 
commented that he feels safer and better cared for here than in his previous district.  Four 
students have returned to the district this year from out of district placements.  Miss Anne 
Ressler expressed appreciation for the Board’s consideration of adding a teaching assistant at the 
elementary building.  She also commented on the improvements in the buildings in the districts 
and complimented Mrs. Ehresman and the Board for their attention and care of the buildings and 
grounds.  She reported that she worked with Jamie Sonneville on three proposals to present at an 
upcoming statewide technology committee and one was accepted.  As a result, Patty Sheridan 
and Cassidy Dailey will present at the conference.  She stated that each of the technology  
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committee members will receive an Asus EEE PC so that they can use Skype technology to 
connect with students in other districts.  Tomorrow at Forum, the mentoring committee will be 
presenting to high school students about the opportunity to mentor elementary students.  Miss 
Ressler also highlighted the ABLE committee who are extremely hard-working individuals that 
put together a great plan for the school year.  Mr. Gary Barno stated that we have until January to 
get into compliance with the new 403B requirements.  Superintendent Ehresman reported on the 
Master Plan Committee meeting that she attended.  A community meeting and focus groups are 
being planned for this fall.  She also commented on the Utica Mutual meeting that she attended 
which covered transportation and special education topics. 
 

Board Committee Reports included updates on the Project 2017 chicken barbecue, high 
school open house and 4 County School Boards meetings.  This was followed by the Elementary 
Building Planning Team presentation during which they reviewed their plans for the current 
school year.  Christie Graves, Emily Hancock, Joan Miller, Christy Byron, Carole Picha, Alice 
Sharp, Chris Sharp, Stacey Newmyer, Barb Tomeno, Chris Henner and Anne Ressler presented 
the elementary Building Planning Team action plans that include the following goals: 

1. By the conclusion of the 2008-09 school year, grade level groups 1-4 will increase or 
maintain their math proficiency as evidenced on state and local measures. 

2. By the conclusion of the 2008-09 school year, grade level students K-4 will increase or 
maintain proficiency in ELA as evidenced by performance on state and local measures. 

3. By the conclusion of the 2008-09 school year, Kick Start program will be implemented 
with an ADD/ADHD targeted at-risk student population to increase academic 
performance based on multiple measures. 

4. By the conclusion of the 2009-10 school year, bullying behaviors will decrease based on 
the implementation of the research-based OLWEUS anti-bullying program as measured 
by the student survey. 

The team reviewed the specific steps that will be taken in order to achieve these goals. 
 

The Board approved several CSE case summaries and listened to a presentation by 
Superintendent Ehresman on the proposed tax cap and the effect that it will have on districts 
across the state.  Under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved the minutes from the previous 
meeting and appointments of several substitutes. Under New Business, the Board approved the 
tenure appointment of Gary Barno, School Business Administrator and the Middle School Travel 
Club Trip to Montreal, Canada for April 2009. 

 


